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RHS BAND NEWS 
September 2011   

 

www.rooseveltband.org  

ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

RHS Band PICTURE NIGHT has been changed to Thursday, 
September 8  in the RHS Commons.  ALL RHS Band mem-
bers will be photographed.  Picture order forms are now 
available for download through Charms.  (See page 3 for 

more information on the Charms program).   
 

WHAT TO WEAR: 
Freshmen Band will need concert dress 
clothes (nice clothesτno T-shirts, jeans, 
shorts, tennis shoes or flip flops).    
Varsity, Concert, Symphonic, and Jazz 
Bands will need Concert Black Dress.   
 

CONCERT BLACK DRESS: 
Guys:  Black dress shoes (no tennis 
shoes), black socks, black dress pants (no 
jeans), a white tuxedo shirt, black jacket 
and black bow tie. 
Girls:  Black dress shoes and hosiery, a long modest (below the knees) solid 
black  dress/skirt or a pair of black dress slacks with a solid black top.   
NO FLIP FLOPS!   

Tentative Picture Schedule: 
7:00 pmðMarching Band 
7:30 pmðFreshmen Band 

7:45 pmðVarsity Band 
8:00 pmðConcert Band 

8:15 pmðSymphonic Band 
8:30 pm Jazz III 
8:40 pm Jazz II 
8:50 pm Jazz I 

Please be early!  Individual photos 
will  also go on all night.  There is 

parent meeting this night, too! 

WELCOME  to our new assistant band director, Cassandra Bechard !  

Mrs. Bechard holds her Masters of Music from Bowling Green State University (Bassoon Performance) 
and her dual Bachelors degrees in Music Education and Orchestral Studies from Central Michigan Uni-
versity.   While in college she was an active performer in several ensembles including the Central 

Michigan University Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Chippewa Marching Band, BGSU Philharmonia, She-
nanigans Woodwind Quintet and Trio (oboe, bassoon, piano).   Aside from performing in school en-
sembles, Mrs. Bechard has played for several Orchestras including Great Lake Chamber Orchestra, 
Midland Symphony Orchestra, Perrysburg Symphony Orchestra and  Heidelberg  Symphony Orchestra.  

During the summers of 2006 -  2010 Mrs. Bechard spent June through August working at Blue Lake 
Fine Arts Camp in Twin Lake, Michigan.  While working at Blue Lake, Mrs. Bechard had the awesome 
opportunity to hold the position of Unit Director.  As a Unit Director, Mrs. Bechard trained and super-
vised seven counselors each summer.  Aside from supervising counselors and 65 campers her duties 
included teaching bassoon sectionals to beginning students, communicating with campers' parents, 
and working directly with the camp director.  Mrs. Bechard attributes her organizational, leadership, 

and communication skills to this summer job.   

Outside of music, Mrs. Bechard enjoys Zumba fitness, racquetball, camping, board games, watching The Office and spending 
quality time with her husband, David.    

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
On Saturday, October 1, Sioux Falls is 
hosting the FESTIVAL OF BANDS 
marching band competition.  We 
want to show great hospitality to the 
visiting bands!  Several volunteers 
have signed up, but we are in need of 
more, and we must have all spots 
filled  by 9/22.  Many jobs are easy to 
doτwe just need people to sign up 
for a shift.  Training and instruction 
will be provided the week prior to the 
event.  Contact Marty Tuttle (see 
page 7), if you are available to help 
with Festival of Bands!   Volunteering 
will not interfere with you getting to 
see our students perform in exhibi-
tion at the Festival of Bands.  We 
need  new and vet parents to help! 
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MARCHING BAND COMPETITION SCHEDULE 
  

For all of our marching band com-
petitions, the students and staff 

will be bussed to and from the event, 
departing from RHS.  Itineraries will be provided 

for each competition, detailing the event schedule. 
 
If you should want to pick up your student after any of these com-
petitions and have them ride home with you, rather than riding 
home on bus, you MUST follow this procedure:   
 
According to School District Policy, students not riding home 
with the band must provide written parental/guardian permis-
sion to the high school activities office at least 3 days prior to 
the event.  Students will only be allowed to ride home with 
their own parent/guardian and will not be released to third par-
ties.  Students can only be released to a parent/guardian after 
meeting with the director and signing their student out.   If you 
have any questions about this policy, contact  Mr. Hench. 

 
 

September 17 

Pursuit of ExcellenceñMarshall, MN 
 

September 24 

Tri-State Marching FestivalñLuverne, MN 
Big Sioux ReviewñBrandon Valley, SD 

 

October 1 

Festival of BandsñSioux Falls, SD 
 

October 8 

Dutchmen Field ChampionshipsñOrange City, IA 

 

October 14-15 

Bands of America Super RegionalsñSt. Louis, MO 
 

October 22 

Youth in MusicñMinneapolis, MN 

Thursday, September 8  7:00 pmðParent Meeting in Choir Room (due to Picture Night) 
Thursday, September 22  7:00 pmðParent Meeting in RHS Band Room 
Thursday, October 6   7:00 pmðParent Meeting in RHS Band Room 
Thursday, November 10* 7:00 pmðParent Meeting in RHS Band Room *(note date change!!) 

 

It is very important to attend parent meetings, especially during marching band season!  Please come! 
 

 
Marching Band students will be selling tickets for our final marching band eventñour Chicken Dinner and Indoor 

Marching Show that will be held on 10/27.  More details will be given at upcoming parent meetings.  Plan to set aside this date 
so you can enjoy this end-of-the-season celebration and get to see the final performance of the Niagara Falls show! 

Thursday, October 27  5:30 pmðChicken Dinner @ RHS Commons  
    7:30 pmðIndoor Marching Show @ RHS Auditorium  

ALL BANDSτPARENT MEETINGS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

CHAPERONES NEEDED:  We will be needing several parent chaperones for each of the above marching competi-
tions.  Also, for the St. Louis competition we will need an adequate number of both male and female chaperones, as that 
trip involves overnight hotel stays.  Please contact Madonna Krieger (see page 7 )if you are able to help with chaperone 
duties or if you have any questions about the responsibilities.  All chaperones will need to complete a Volunteer Form. 

 

 

 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 
 

Hilton Garden Inn  $97/night 
19677 East Jackson Drive  - 2 queen size beds 
Independence, MO 64057  - includes breakfast 
(This is the hotel where our students will also be staying). 
 
Parents, for your room reservations, call 816-350-3000.   
Tell them you are with:  Parents of RHS block 
Reservation Deadline for this hotel:  September 22   

 
 
 

Friday and Saturday, October 14-15, 2011 
 

Double Tree Westport HotelτSt. Louis $89/night 
1973 Craigshire    - 1 king or 2 queens 
St. Louis, MO 63146   - includes breakfast 
(This is the hotel where our students will also be staying). 
 
Parents, for your room reservations, call 314-434-0100. 
Tell them you are with:  Roosevelt High School block 
Reservation Deadline for this hotel:  September 19 
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HAVE YOU VISITED CHARMS YET?! 
Again, Charms is a web-based communication/administrative program that was purchased by the RHS Band Association (upon Mr. 
IŜƴŎƘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴύ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴŘ tŀǊŜƴǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
band students/families.   It is vital that all students and parents get acquainted with this interactive resource!  It is very user-friendly. 
 

BAND PARENTS AND STUDENTS:  We need ALL FAMILIES WITH INTERNET ACCESS to log into Charms and get oriented to the site 

and the information that is available to you there.  Parent and students will use the same login.   Once you log in, PLEASE verify your 
personal information (phone numbers, email, etc.), so we can have your correct contact information.  Also, our full band calendar is 
contained within Charms.  (A few changes have been made to the calendar that was published in the handbook, so please verify 
your dates using Charms!)   Calendar changes should be minimal at this point, but  any changes will be communicated to students and 
parents promptly via the directors and the Communications Team.   Charms Questions?  Contact Mr. Hench or Brian Wek. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHEN YOU LOG INTO CHARMS, YOU SHOULD SEE A SCREEN LIKE THIS:  
 
 
 

PEP BAND SCHEDULES are available on the Charms calendar.  Our first game 

will be on Thursday, September 1 with Volleyball vs. Washington High School.  

Pep Band is not required, but participation is needed and recommended for all 

band students.  Having a strong, full Pep Band gives a very good impression of 

the RHS Band Program!  Lettering credit will be given for participation in  

Pep Band!  Plan to come to the games and participate in the fun!   

HOW DO YOU ACCESS CHARMS? 
1. Go to: https://www.charmsoffice.com/charms/plogin.asp    
2. Enter our school code:  RooseveltBand  (type it exactly this way ς it is case sensitive) 
3. Enter your student password:  This is initially set to your student ID number.  (After logging on the first time, you should 

change your password to something of your own choosing, by clicking on the "Change Password" icon.   It is important to 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ L5Σ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘΦ   !ƭǎƻΣ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ aǊΦ 
Hench can reset your password back to your student ID). 

NOTE:  You just click on an icon to 
access that feature.   For instance, 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ LƴŦƻέ to update 
your contact information.  Click on 
άIŀƴŘƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ CƛƭŜǎέ to download 
forms, such as the Picture Night order 
forms!  The ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊέ and ά9ǾŜƴǘ 
[ƛǎǘέ are just two different styles of 
the same calendar information. 

This is an example of a posting by Mr. Hench!  
Stay informed!!  Check Charms regularly. 

I LOVE  
PEP BAND! 
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All member contribution payments ($150 for marching band/$75 for color guard) need to be collected IN FULL by September 16.  
This income is a VITAL to our band program in order for us to cover our budgeted expenses for this year.  The member contribution 
income is factored into our budget, along with the goal income from our scheduled band fundraisers.  We cannot fall short of our 
goals in fundraising.   PLEASE get your member contribution turned in to Shelly Larsen.  You may put it in the HyVee box, bring it to 
the 9/8 parent meeting, or mail it to her at 6008 W. Tecumseh, SFSD, 57106.  If you have any questions about financial matters, 
contact Shelly at  H) 334-5841  or C) 940-3909 or talk to Mr. Hench. 

OCTOBER IS COMING!   This is going to be an expensive month for marching band students, especially if you 

are planning to attend the optional San Antonio trip.  Remember, it is MANDATORY that ALL marching band stu-
dents and color guard travel and compete in ALL of our scheduled competitions, and that includes travel to St. 

Louis and Minneapolis in October.  Students are  responsible to cover travel costs to St. Louis and Minneapolis.   So, your first 
financial obligation in October is to make payment in full for travel expense to our competitions.  The estimated cost is $275 (lower 
ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜŀǇƻƭƛǎύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǳǇŎƻming par-
ent meetings and published in the October newsletter.  IN ADDITION to the St. Louis/Minneapolis payment, there is also a $200 San 
Antonio trip installment due in October (see schedule below).  We do not want anyone to be caught off guard by this, so PLEASE PLAN 
AHEAD, and participate in STUDENT FUNDRAISERS, which are provided to help you cover band expenses (see page 4).  To spread 
things out, you could choose to make a San Antonio payment in September and deduct that amount off your October trip installment.    

TRIP  PAYMENT SCHEDULEτSan Antonio, TX (April 2-7, 2012) 

Trip payments can be made by check (made payable to RHS Band Parents Association) or by withdrawal of funds from your 
Student Account (see instructions below).  All payments/withdrawal forms should be dropped into the HyVee box with stu-
ŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ  9ŀǊƭȅ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ ǇŀȅƻŦŦǎ ŀǊŜ !//9t¢95 ŀƴŘ 9b/h¦w!D95Σ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
make payment to the travel agency sooner than we anticipatedτpossibly by February 20, 2011.  We are currently working 
to negotiate those final arrangements with them.  Contact Mr. Hench or Shelly Larsen with any questions about this trip. 

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS & OTHER MARCHING EXPENSES 

HOW TO MAKE PAYMENTS WITH STUDENT ACCOUNT FUNDS 

Should you desire to withdraw money from your Student Account for any expenses for San Antonio payments, Member Contribution 
payments, etc., a Student Account Withdrawal form needs to be submitted for EACH transaction, indicating specific amount to with-
draw, with signature and date. The completed form should be given to Denise Tuttle or can be placed in the HyVee box.  If you are 
unsure of your available account balance, contact Denise PRIOR to submitting your withdrawal request.  Withdrawal forms can be 
found on our website at:  http://www.rooseveltband.org/docs/Student%20Account%20Withdrawal%20Form.pdf 

IT IS ABSOLUTELY MANDATORY that you keep ON or 
AHEAD of this payment schedule if you plan to attend this 
trip.  If you fall behind, you will NOT be able to attend.  This 
is an optional trip, and we must be firm on this.   
 
If you are having second thoughts, note that OCTOBER 1st  
is the final deadline as far as choosing to back out of the 
trip.  After that, we CANNOT have people dropping out as 
that will increase the cost of the overall trip, which then 
affects the costs for the remaining students.  To have a fun 
and successful trip, we need your firm commitment! 

 
 

YOUR CURRENT TRIP ACCOUNT should include payments totaling $450. 
 

  REMAINING PAYMENT SCHEDULE  
 

  DATE DUE  PAYMENT AMOUNT 
  September 2011 No Payment Due 
  October 20, 2011   $200  
  November 20, 2011  $100 
  December 2011 No Payment Due 
  January 20, 2012  $100 
  February 20, 2012  $200  
  March 20, 2012 TBD ($150 or less) 
 
 




